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Course Description:

Traditionally, phonological typology has been concerned with the cross-linguistic study
of segmental inventories, syllable complexity, tonal contrasts and stress placement.
Recent activity in prosodic typology additionally provides hypotheses about 1) the
clustering of prosodic, phonotactic and morphophonological properties in holistic
language types and ii) the varying salience of prosodic domains such as the Prosodic
Word or the Phonological Phrase across the languages of the world.

After recapitulating basic notions of phonological description and theorizing, this course
will first discuss traditional approaches to phonological typology using the WALS data.
We will then review and critically re-examine clusters of prosodic features which have
been hypothesized to constitute the phonological basis for linguistic rhythm (stress- vs.
syllable- vs. mora-based). Finally, the Prosodic Hierarchy as developed within Prosodic
Phonology will be investigated on the basis of the cross-linguistic data collected in the

Leipzig Word project.
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